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1 TH 0 U G E the ſufferings of the 
publiſher may be thought not deſerv- 


F ing the attention f the publick ; yet when 
= zZhoſe ſufferings are the pu ans of a 
eady attachment to the cauſe of his coun- 
try, the ſupport of the Proteſtant intereſt 


and ſucceſſion, againſt rebellion, Popery, 
and tyranny, he expet?s to be pardoned 


F for addreſſing himſelf in this open manner, 


and even applying to the admin — 


- Frys. 
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| happ na” to James Mackay, than being 


overlooked by ſame of his ſuperiors in his 


ſation, be N have refled content 2 
but every lee, of lierty ne agree, d, 
wi Ns N 0 for bis 
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3 1 8 laying open this bis caſe, hoping every good 
Fo wernment, for whoſe defence and ſupport 
= be ſhewed as much zeal and activity, dur- 
| nu the late rebellion, and | fince, as any 


bother Subject whatſoever, according to his 
e ag bis | 
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7. AMES MA CKAY, | 


Late Officer of Exciſe 55 
I. Tan, North - Britain. 


-N the year 174 85 | att: 1 beiog 


officer of exciſe in Inverneſs, where he 
ſhewed his zeal and activity for the wel- 
fare of our preſent happy. eſtabliſhment, 
Which is well known to a great number of his 
majeſty's loyal ſubjects in the north of Scotland, 
upon the firſt notice of the pretender's landing, 
he diſpatch d the following letter to the commil- 
_ Goners of exciſc at Edinburgh. SI 


oh RR, Honorable Gentlemen, 

Think it my indiſpenſible duty to God, my 

king, and country, to acquaint you, that the 
diſturber of our peace, vi. the young pretender, 
now commonly called prince Charles, is landed _ 
in the iſle ot Muidart, accompanied by only ſe⸗ 3 
ven men, among whom, I'm told, there is a ; 
N confeſſor, 8 two Romiſh Pore It is _— 
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likewiſe ſaid, that as ſoon as os landed he kiſs'd 
the ground, and thank'd the Virgin Mary for his 
ſafe . ee from the hands of his enemies at 


ſea, I'm inform'd that Capt. Scot, and com- 
pany, from Fort-William, is gone in queſt of 
them, who, I hope, will oblige them to return 
to France, or make them priſoners. What far- 
ther accounts I get, ſhall acquaint you * next 


Honourable Gentlemen, 
| Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


Inverneſs, July 27, 1 74 5. James Mackar. 


The poſt, to whom the foregoing letter was 


| deliver'd, was taken by a party of the rebels at 
Blair in Athole, who had taken up arms imme» 
 diately upon the pretender's landing. The poor 

man was carried priſoner to Perth, where the 


letter was given to the pretender, and an order 


diſpatch'd to his friends at Inverneſs, who were 


not of the feweſt number, to ſend James 
Mackay, if poſſible, to them. As ſoon as this 
order arrived, they appointed 2 meeting at one 
Mc Lean's houſe, where it was agreed, that four 


butchers, then in their council, upon the fol- 
lowing night ſhould lie in ambuſh for him upon 


the bridge, to intercept him- in his return from. 
his evening ſurvey, and either carry him off, or 
throw him into the river ; but, happily for him, 


their deſign and plot was diſcovered before his 


arrival at the bridge, and immediately made 
application to the officer, who had the charge 
of the bridge, and he ſent fix men with him to 
his houſe; which fruſtrated their wicked deſign. 
At the door of his houſe, next morning, was 

_ found 
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found a letter ſealed, and fully directed: thus, 


You ſcoundrel, you may prepare yourſelf” for the 


death you deſerve, notwithſtanding of your guards, 
and that as ſoon as poſſibie. He immediately 


hewed this letter to Mr. Colguboon, Fort-major 


at Inverneſs, an officer extremely well affected 


to his majeſty's perſon and government; this 


mean time, adviſed him to apply for a removal, 


as it was not in his power to protect him long, 


in this dangerous ſituation, and under daily ap- 


prehenſions, ariſing from the moſt awful threat. 
enings; and, tho” the advice was followed, yet 
from the conduct of the commiſſioners of exciſe 
at Edinburgh, he was obliged to remain there 
till the end of September, 174.5, when they, at 


the earneſt requeſt of his friends, removed him 


to Tain in the county of Roſs, among a ſet of 
people, ſo very zealous for his majeſty's perſon 
and government, that, in the time of the late 


rebellion, they raiſed a company of militia at 


their own proper charges, in defence of the go- 
vernment. Here he lived very happily till Fe- 

bruary, 1746, when the right honourable the 

loyal Earl of Sutherland, with five companies 


of his own men; marched through Tarn, in or- 
der to join the earl of Loudon, who was then at 


| Inverneſs; on their way through Tain James 
Mackay join'd them, and march'd that night to 
Cromarty, where they defign'd to encamp, but 
at twelve o'clock at night an expreſs came to 


lord Sutherland, from lord Loudon, deſiring his 


lordſhip would immediately return to Suther- 
2 $19 - B 2 ; | land, 
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gentleman brought him to the governor, who, 
aſter peruſing the letter, ordered two ſoldiers 
to attend him upon duty in the day-time, and 
four to guard his houſe at night; but, in the 
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| TY as Ki was upon his cath to that country; 8 
the rebels being in poſſeſſion of Inverneſs. & & 
whole of the well affected in thoſe. northern 
corners ran to Sutherland, as did James Mackay 
and family, where they had a good title, it be- 
Ing their native country, and where they re 
mained in great ſafety, till the rebels got into it i F 
on March the 2oth, when he was obliged to 5 
retire to the mountains for ſhelter, the rebels 
Having procured an order from the young pre- 
tender to take him dead or alive, promiſing a 
reward to any perſon or perſons who would do 
the ſame. In this dangerous condition, without 
1 lodging, and but ill provided with victuals, 
he lived in the mountains till the gth of April, = 
2746, when venturing down to the ſhore, he 1 
found the opportunity of a boat, from the coaſt 
of Sutherland to Cromarty, whoſe crew put him 
on board his majeſt y*s ſhip the Mincbelſca, com- - F 
manded by capt. Devis, a gentleman remark- ÞF 
able for his-zeal to his majeſty's perſon and go- 1 
vernment, to whom he applied for a ſmall ſloop b 
of ten guns, to ſtop the paſſage betwixt Roſt and 6 
Salbe, ld, fo as lord Surder c militia might £1 
have an opportunity of attacking the rebels ich 
in that country, and in Cazthneſs : This being 
done, he diſpatched the following letter to capt. Þ#F. 
"Patrick Sutherland, one of _ Sutherland s WR 
militia d wie, —_ 


HIS ori; F came on board the Wi n-' | 
\ chelſea ſhip of war, and applied to capt. 


TRY TRE FLY OT ney FC inks * * 
- s 


2 the commander, for a ſmall floop of ten 
ns, now here, and under his command, to go. 
i the mouth of the ERIE i= ary; and- * the 


Tok 


kebels p pallge has, ſo as you may have an op- 
portunity of attacking them in Kabeln and 
Caithneſs. The Hound floop of war is juſt now 
come in here, and brings the agreeable news of 
Bis royal 5 the duke, and army's, march- 
ing from Aberdeen; we look for them upon the 
coaſt of Murray in a few days; as ſoon as there 
is an account of their paſſing the Spay, I thaif 
ics mono 5 and Jam, Sir, 


Your buinble ſervant, 
Janis Macxav. 


On Buri bis e 5 the Winchelſca, in 
| Cromarty Road, April 10, 1740, 


Upon the 1 ith capt. Devis received orders 
from commodere Sith, to difpatch the ſmall 
loop, defign'd for Sutherland, for the Orknes ; 
but, at the ſame time, ſent a flop of twelve guns 
to cruize upon the coaſt of Sutherland. Upon 
the 14th the Winchelſea; with the Hawke and 
Hound loops of war, fail'd from Cromarty, when 
'capt, Devis diſpatch? d James Mackay, to the 
OR of Sutherland, to learn what number ef 
the rebels was then in that country and in Caith- | 
neſs: having landed as directed, to avoid being 
ſelzed by the rebels, (who then ſwarmed i in that 
country as thick as bees, and as ravenous 48 
wolves, ſtealing, robbing, plundering, and burn- 
ing of houſes, barns, and corn-yards, without 
the fear of God or man) he put on a beggat's 
drefs, and got into company with ſome of them 
at Brord neat Dunrobin, the earl of Sutherlands 
ſeat, which the earl of Cromarty then held out 


for the pretender ; by this means he underſtood 
, their number, and their apptehenfions of his 


5 | 8 | | | royal 7 
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a royal highneſs the duke and army's march from A 
Aberdeen, with both which he acquainted an 
officer of lord Sutherland's militia by a letter, 
and return'd that night on board the Winchelſea, 
whole captain was very uneaſy leaſt he might % 
fall into the rebels hands. Upon the 14th they 
met with capt. Middleton, commander of the 
$hjrk, convoying a great number of ſhips, which 
attended for his royal highneſs the duke's com 
mands, from whom capt. Devis had an account, 
that the duke, with the army, had paſſed the 
Spay, and was by that time marching through 
Forreſs. James Mackay went immediately on 
ſhore, within two miles of Forreſs, but not be- 
fore he wrote the following letter, which he 
diſpatch d in a fiſhing-boat, to mr. Mc Allifter, © 
f n of a company of lord Sutherland's militia. 


8 * | + | | 
T HE following agreeable news, I am con- 
| vinced, will be refreſhing to you in Sutber- 
land: his royal highneſs the duke and army, I 
aſſure you, has this evening marched through 
> Forreſs, on their way to Inverneſs ; the rebels 
run before him all the way, like a parcel of * 
hungry hounds, after a long day's chaſe : 1 hope , 
his highneſs and army will be to-morrow night 
in that rebellious town of Inverneſs : if there be 
any of the rebels yet in Sutherland, Tam hope- 
ful you will not let them go unpuniſhed. Iam 
| BY now going on ſhore, and then proceed after 

the army, and ſhall write you, or capt. Patrick, | 
from Inverneſs. I am, dear fir, _ 4 

| On board his majeſty's ſhip the ours, Go.. I 


Winchelſea, now in Murray 
Frith, April 14, 1746. . ee Mackav. 
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1 1 
Upon landing he proceeded to Nairn, and 
waited upon the earl of Sutherland, who was 
pleaſed to ſend capt. Gordon with him to the 
earl of Albemarle, and by his lordſhip brought 
before his royal highneſs the duke, who was 
graciouſly pleaſed to examine him as to the num 
ö er of rebels, then in Sutherland and Caithneſs, 
and what outrages and hoſtilities they had com- 
mitted there, and if lord Sutberland and Reay's 
militia had kept their arms, with ſeveral other 
queſtions, to which he gave the moſt ſatisfactory 
replies, and at the ſame time informd his royal 
X highneſs of what is narrated above; all which 
= 22 him the royal approbation, with a 
handſome preſent, and the honour of his high- 
neſs's further commands, in obedience to which 


he {et out that night, with orders to the Suther- 


land militia, to attack the rear of the rebel army 
as they were marching through that country, and 
took boat at Nairn, put to ſea, and landed at 
Z Brora, upon the coaſt of Sutherland, April 15, 
about three o'clock in the morning, from whence 
he diſpatch'd an expreſs to the foreſaid capt. Mc 
Alliſter, with the following letter | 


Dear Sir, 

TE I'S moment I landed here from Nairn, 

where his royal highneſs the duke, and the 
S fineſt army that ever I ſaw, are encamped ; I 
Had the honour of being brought before his high- 
X nels yeſterday, when he, in the mildeſt and 
meekeſt manner, put ſeveral queſtions to me, 
with reſpect to the number of rebels in Suther- 
land and Caithneſs, and of the number of men 
my lord Sutherland and lord Reay had in arms, 
for the defence of the government. His high- 
| = nels 


4e] 


neſs is 1 well pleaſed that thi militia 
have kept their arms, and has been pleaſed to 
direct my lord Sutherland to dif patch me with 
orders to you gentlemen officers of the Militia, 
to attack the rear of the rebel army, as they are 
marching through Sutherland, Undoubtedly a 
battle will happen this week, otherwiſe the re- 
bels will fly. I refer you to the incloſed from 


m lord Sutherland, where you have his royal 


highneſs's full directions. I would have ſeen 

you, but dare not go further for fear of being 
taken by ſome of the rebels. The bearer aſſures 
me of delivering you this in leſs than three hours, 
I return for Nazrn immediately, whine you 
good ſucceſs. I am, 


Brera, Aprilts, Tours, &c. | 
1746, M. 3. James Mackay, 


Scarce had he diſpatch' d the letter when he 
put to ſea for Nairn, where he landed the 
10th of April, and at four march'd with the 
arm 2 Culloden-muir, where, in about half an 


| hour, the rebel-ſcheme was daſh'd in pieces, by 


his royal highneſs the duke, the reſtorer of our 
peace and liberty, which day has procur'd him 
immortal glory, and the praiſe of all the lovers 


of our preſent happy eſtabliſhment ; and James 


Mackay, with the other friends of the govern- 
ment, began to breathe after ſo terrible a con- 
vulſion. Upon the 17th arrived an expreſs at 
Inverneſßs, from Sutherland, to the earl of that 
county, acquainting him, that the earl of C. 


marty, and his regiment, were made priſoner X 


on the 1 5th, and ſome killed, by lord * Suther= 
5 | land's 


| * The effect of the leter wrote Avril I 55 at in the. 
Morning 
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| Jand's militia, near Dunrobin. His royal high- 
| neſs, upon receiving this news, ordered the earl 
of Sutherland to repair to his county, and march 
his men to Irverneſs. James Mackay embraced 


i | this opportunity of going. along with his lord- 


x7 ſhip to Sutherland, where he found his wife and 
children in a moſt miſerable fituation, ſtripp'd 
not only of the neceſſaries of life, but alſo of 
their body cloaths, by the rebels, who threaten- 
ed daily to burn the houſe (though ſhe was in 
X child-bed) if ſhe would not find them out her 
husband; from thence he went to Tain, where 
he reſumed his charge, and lived very happily, 
though hated by the collector, and his adherents 


the Jacobites. 


I be collector, Thomas Wrdderburn, fon to fit 
Thomas Wedderburn of Blackneſs, who had no 
geſtate, but lived very comfortably upon four 

different beneficial places he held of the crown, 
vet, like an ungrateful old traitor, he enter'd 
early into the pretender's ſervice, in the year 
1775: and, after the defeat of the rebels at She= 
vrifmuir, his late majeſty, of bleſſed memory, 
was pleaſed to pardon the old offender, and al- 
low him ſome of the places he formerly enjoy- 


Fed to ſupport himſelf and family; yet was he 


ſo very ungrateful, as to educate his children in 


the ſpirit of rebellion. After his deeeaſe, his 


eldeſt ſon John got the places his father formerly 
enjoyed, yet as ſoon as the rebellion, in the year 
1745, broke out, he followed his old father's 
ſteps down the ſtream of rebellion, and joined 
the chevalicr's ſtandards, for which he juſtly 
ſuffered afterwards at Kennington. This Thomas: 
WMedderburn, the collector, and ſecond ſon to the 
old traitor fir Thomas, was brought up a com- 

. 6 mon 


Tit 14 * 
mon guager in Scotland: but, by the intereſt of 
the Jacobites, got bimſelf nant, to acollec- | 5 
tor's ſtation : he, in the time of the late . 1 
was thought to have as warm a ſide to the pre- 
tender's intereſt, as his brother ; for, thoug he '* 
took his route to. Sutherland, where the = of \ 
Loudon and his ſmall army then quartered ; and 
from thence to Aberdeen, when, the duke and 
army were in that place, yet he was thought to 
be of greater ſervice to the pretender, than his 
brother Jobn, by ſending him d intelli- 1 
gence. 3 

This Wedderburn conceived an 5 9 
hatred to James Mackay, though it was wel! 
known to the commiſſioners, as well as to Ved- 
derburn, that he was not only remarkable for 
his loyalty and ſteady attachment to his majeſtys 
ſacred perſon and royal family, but alſo was 
known to be a faithful, honeſt, and diligent 1 
officer in the execution of his office, which is 
| the grounds now of his ſufferings, as. will ap- 1 
pear from the reaſon of his diſcharge, which ! is 
hereto ſubjoined. 

Some time ago an 1 order was ſent to the com- Z 
miſſioners of exciſe, from the lords of the tre- 
ſary, to enquire into the conduct of ſome of 
their officers, who were ſuſpected to have been 
concerned i in the late unnatural rebellion. . 

The commiſſioners ordered their collectors 1 
and general ſu perviſors to make this enquiryj; 
but 151 me of thoſe, in whoſe hands the exami- 


nation fell, were deſervedly ſuſpected themſelves, 7 
and naturally favoured thoſe of their own. ſtamp, '1 
and did all the hurt in their power to James 
Mackay, and thoſe of his principles. Some of 
thoſe officers, Who were actually 1 in the rebel- 
lion, 


lion, during the time the pretender was in Bri- 
EZ ain, and afterwards made their eſcape to France 
with him, where they remained till the act of 
indemnity took place, when they returned and 
was received into the exciſe, was not only ho- 
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be, enemies to his majeſty, doubtleſs for reaſons 
beſt known to themſelves, But pray what uſe 
was made by the Jacobite officers employed in 
the exciſe ſervice in the year 1715 and 1745, of 
the power then lodged in his hands? Did not 
they enter into an open rebellion againſt their 
king, of whom they had their bread ; carried off 
the exciſe-books and leather ſtamps, and collect- 
ed the revenue- money for the pretender's uſe ? 
What now muſt be the deſign of doubling the 
number of Jacobites in the ſervice of the reve- 
nue? No doubt a deſign of ſecuring their intereſt 
in the management, for what cauſe the loyal 
ſubject may both judge and dread the conſe- 
quence, but dare not open his mouth, leſt he 
and his family be ruined, as James Mackay and 


his are, as it can be proved that thoſe who have 


riſqued their lives, fortunes, and families, in de- 
fence of the government, are deſpiſed and ruined, 
even from the greateſt to the meaneſt ſubject, 
lince the late rebellion. _ „ 
However, James Mackay, from a deep con- 
5 „ -  - 
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cern for the publick good, preſumed to acquain t 


ſome of his majeſty's friends in London, of the 
common and dangerous practice of encouraging 
and promoting the intereſt of the Jacobites in 
the revenue of the exciſe, and of diſcharging 


and diſgracing thoſe of untainted loyalty. May 


God reveal this, and other things, to his majeſty, 
that the loyal ſubjects who ſuffers ſuch hard- 
ſhips for their zeal, ſervices, and ſteady attach- 
ment, may be relieved, and other ills prevented, 
particularly in the revenue ſervice. The intel- 
ligence which he had given, being diſcovered 
by the forefaid Thomas Wedderburn, which drew 
the fury and rage of the diſaffected upon him, 
(a party whom no favours can oblige, nor no 
oaths'can bind); the commiſſioners joined them 
ſo far as to diſcharge him from his office. This 
conduct of the commiſſioners of exciſe was, and 
is, very pleaſing to ſome, as it ruined James 
Mackay, and family, rendering them uncapable 
of ſerving their king and country according to 
the propenſity of their hearts, and now they are 
become the ſcorn and deriſion of the diſaffected, 
which, he believes, will make many, in the re- 
venue ſervice, who yet are loyal, turn Jacobites, 
for fear they ſhould be ruined with their fami- 


lies. The reaſon of his diſcharge follows. - 


Thomas Wedderburn, formerly mentioned, uſed 


all poflible means for the deſtruction of James 
"Mackay, ſince the rebellion, but finding he could | 


get no hold of him in courſe of bu line is, ah by 
the aſſiſtance of another of his own ſtamp, con- 


trived an information, which they tranſmitted 


to the commiſſioners of exciſe, aſſerting, that 

James Mackay ſaid, that two of the commiſ- 

ſioners were Jacobites and that they, for ordi- 
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nary, encouraged men of that complection, and 


diſcouraged the well affected; and that he fre- 
quently wrote petitions and letters to that pur- 


poſe, to his royal highneſs the duke, and to 
others in high ſtations in London, This, it 
ſeems, 1s a crime of a moſt atrocious nature, at 
the board of exciſe in Scotland; though written 


informations to the pretender, and his friends, 


promoted John Cumming, late collector of exciſe 
in Aberdeen, to that ſtation, immediately after 
the battle of Culloden; and ſeveral others of his 
ſtamp have been promoted by the commiſſioners 
of exciſe ſince, which James Mackay, repeated 
times, offered to prove, as will afterwards ap- 


pear. Upon receiving his diſcharge he ſet out 


for London, and firſt of all got his caſe made 
known to his royal highneſs the duke, and then 


to the lords of the treaſury by petition, with a 


„ 
-,* 
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double of his diſcharge, and his anſwer thereto; 
and, at the ſame time, was preſented a petition 
to the late right honourable Henry Pelbam, with 
a lift of the rebel officers employed by the com- 
miſſioners of exciſe, which he, the ſaid James 
Mackay, offered to prove, provided he was 
countenanced in carrying on the proof thereof, 
ſo that the revenue might be cleared of his ma- 
jeſty's enemies. To which mr. Pelham agreed; 
and in the month of January, 1754, ordered 
him for Scotland accordingly, giving him twenty 
pounds to defray his expences to Edinburgh; 
but upon his arrival there, he found the com- 
miſſioners intirely againſt an examination, de- 
claring, that mr. Pelbam wrote no ſuch orders 
to them; and, to put a ſtop to this ſalutary 
ſcheme, they ſhifted him from time to time, 
till the end of March following, when receiving 
61 : an 
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an account of the death of Mr. Pelham, they 
told him that they would not allow him to pro- 
eted unleſs he gave them a liſt of his evidences, 
which made him apprehenſive of their deſign, 
telling, that which the lords of the treaſury ne- 
ver demanded, they had no ground to expect; 
upon this he ſet out for London the ſecond time, 
and laid his caſe before his Grace the Duke of 
Newcaſtle and the lords of the treaſury, who, in 
May following ordered him for Scotland to carry 
on the aforeſaid examination, and allowed him 
30 J. for his charges to Edinburgh; his Grace 
the Duke of Newca/ile told him, that the com- 
miſſioners and ſheriffs in Scotland were to be 
wrote to for their aid and affiſtance in proſecuting 
the examination; and that the commiſſioners' of 
exciſe ſhould furniſh him with money tor de- 
fraying the charges of the ſame, In obedience 
to his Grace's orders, upon May 27, 1754, he 
ſet out for Edinburgh, and upon his arrival there 
he waited upon the lord juſtice clerk, who told 
him, that he had a letter from the lords of the 
treaſury, directing to examine any evidence 
who ſhould be produced at Edinburgh ;. and in 
order to make a beginning, he propoſed to ex- 
amine three men there againſt ohn Campbell, 
ſuperviſor; one of theſe depounded, that he faw 
the ſaid John Campbell with a white cockade, 
Highland-dreſs, ſword, and piſtols, in company 
with Lord Baimarino and others of his lordſhip's 
party, ſeizing ſome loads of hay, the property 
of a. gentleman near the abbey in Edinburgh, 
when the rebels were there in 1745, This wit- 
neſc's honeſt character was atteſted by the mini- 
ſter and elders of the pariſh of Cannogate, and 
tranſmitted to the lords of the treaſury in July 
5b — following; 
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Mr. Campbell, 
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following; but though this evidence was fall, 
yet his principal witneſſes were at "Inverneſs, 


where General Blakeney in 1747 got the com- 


miſſioners of exciſe to diſmiſs the aforeſaid Camps 


bell twice for rebellious practices: And to ſatisfy 


the loyal reader's curioſity, we ſhall inſert an 


exact copy of General Blateney's letter to Pro- 
volt Drummond, one of the commiſſioners of 
exciſe at Edinburgh, dated at JOY the TE 
day of April, 1747. 


| I Return your lordſhip my ſincere thanks for 


your obligin ng jetter of the 23d inſtant ; as to 
uperviſor, he came to viſit me, 
and told me, wid" an inſulting ſneer, that he was 


replaced, and that he would give me the beſt 
informations of the rebels he could get; I an- 


ſwered I would be glad to know any thing for 
his majeſty's ſervice, and adviſed him to retrieve 


Bis character; but the fellow has not been near 


me ſince, and keeps company with none but his 


a Jacobite relations and their adherents, who are 
very. numerous here. I proved ſo many noto- 


rious crimes againſt Campbell, that I am apt to 
believe the commiſſioners would not have offeted 
ſuch an indignity to me as they have done, by 
replacing him, had Mr. Thompſon made them a 


faithful report“: The conſequence has been very 
prejudicif 


getting the better of me has raifed the ſpirits” of 


to his majeſty's ſervice, for Campbells 


the Jacobites to ſuch a degree of inſolence, that 

it is, with great difficulty I can command my 

temper ; and it has funk the ſpirits of the well 
affected fo low, that they dare not come near me 

to hi intelligence as uſual. Iam, Sc. oh 

| W. BLaxeney, 

| 5 This 


bas Mr. Thompſon is a general ſuperviſor, 


tal -. 


This letter-iias delivered to provoſt Drum- 


pn at the board of exciſe; by the right hon; 
the earl of Albemarle, and his lordſhip inſiſted 
that Campbell ſhould be diſmiſs'd, which accord- 

ingly they agreed to, and wrote an anſwer to 
general Blakeney, acquainting him with what 
they had done; yet, notwithſtanding all this, 
as ſoon as the earl of Albemarle and general 
Blakeney left Scotland, the commiſſioners took 


eſpecial care. of their friend Campbell by giving 


him the beſt diſtrict in Scotland, as ſuperviſor ; 
and at the examination in June laſt, by the lord 
juſtice clerk, provoſt Drummond, though he had 
the above letter of general Blakeney at command, 


appear'd on Campbell's behalf, and as one of his 


exculpatory witneſſes, aſſerting, that Campbell 
was one of the company of volunters he got to- 
gether, two or three days before the battle of 
Preſton. It is true provoſt Drummond conveen- 


ed a ſort of a company then, and applied to 


eneral Cope for accoutrements for them ; but 
5 general, being doubtful of their loyalty, re- 


fuſed their deſire that day, although the next; 


through an uncommon importunity, the requeſt | 


was obtained, promiſing, at the ſame time, that 
both he, and his men, would fight till their laſt 
drop of blood, in defence of the government. 
Next morning, being Saturday, the rebels at- 


tack'd general Cope very early, - which ſurprized 
Yrovoſt Drummond, and his men, ſo much, that, 


as they were. doubtful which ſide would have 


the victory, added to the terror and fear that 


ſeized both captain and men, they thought pro- 


r to defer fighting till the battle was over; 


but ſtood at the diſtance of half a mile, when 


obſerving the route, the pan; Wald for 
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Sc. of that place, and delivered the ſame to 


C. .* 
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the conqueror ; and next day, all but a few» 


Join'd the pretender openly at Edinburgb, being 


well provided with his majeſty's arms and am- 
munition, which was no unacceptable preſent to 


Mr. Drummond's chief and intimate acquaintance 
the duke of Perth: and this is all the ſervice 
the commiſſioners of exciſe in Scotland offered 


to the government, during that troubleſome time. 


Whether it was of greater ſervice to the govern- 
ment, or the pretender, let the reader judge. 
After James Mackay had ſettled matters with 
the lord juſtice clerk, he applied to the com- 
miſſioners of exciſe for money to enable him to 


BH once upon the examination ; but they told 


im, that they had no orders from the duke of 


XZ Newcaſtle, or the lords of the treaſury, for ad- 
voancing him a ſhilling, which much ſurprized 
him, conſidering the promiſe formerly made 
him by his grace, However he applied to ſome 
friends of the government there, for carrying on 


the examination of the conduct of an officer of 


exciſe at Burrow/towneſs. After acquainting his 
grace the duke of Newcaſtle, and the lords of 
the treaſury, with the anſwer the commiſſioners 
gave, he ſet out for Linlitbgou, and applied to 
the ſheriff of that county, for an order to one 
of his conſtables for ſummoning the evidences, 
and to fix a day for the examination, which he 
77 readily agreed to. 


Tueſday the 20th of Auguſt, 1754, being fixed 


for examining the evidences, when it was proved 
by nine concurring witneſſes, that William An- 


derſon, officer of exciſe at Burrouſtotneſi, did, 


in the month of September, 1745, without any 


compulſion, collect the duties of exciſe, malt, 


One 


Bos „ 
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one Me Laublin, a colonel in the rebel army, for 
the pretender's uſe: The ſheriff enquired if he 
bad any evidences for his exculpation, (which 
Was allowed by the lords of the treaſury) An- 
 derſon declared he had none; and confeſs'd, 

that he had collected the duty as above-mention- 
ed, and took McLaublin's receipt for the ſum 
of fixty-ſeven pounds three ſhillings and, four- 
pence, which receipt he produced. The ſheriff | 
tranſmitted the ſame, with Ander ſon S acknow- 
emen, in writing, of his collecting the duties 
. aforefaid, and his having no exculpatory wit- 
neſs, with the evidences affidavits to the lords 
of the treaſury, and a copy of the ſame to the 
commiſſioners of exciſe at Edinburgh. But the 
commiſſioners finding that their 1 Jaco- 
bite collector was in danger, ordered one of 
their general ſuperviſors to repair to Burrow- * 


frowneſs, where he, and one Ferrier, brother-in- 
law to the ſaid Anderſon, (a man whoſe practices, 


ſome time before, had provoked the lords of 


juſticiary at Edinburgh, to paſs the ſentence of 1 
tranſportation upon him) they privately, without 
the knowledge of the ſheriff, took the. declara- 1 


tions of ſome poor ignorant perſons, aſſerting, 
that Anderſon was forced to collect, and that he 


was well affected ſince. The commiſſioners of 
exciſe had an information in the year 1746, f 
this Anderſon's conduct, when they ordered Mr. 1 
Gee, general ſuperviſor, to examine into the ſame, 


and from the report he made then, Anderſon was 
diſmiſs' d, a copy of which is here annex d: ps. 


_ Edinburgh Exciſe-Office, May 30, 1746. 


T board being informed, that meſlrs. 5 


William ten, and 2 Lau, officers J 
of 


„ 1 „ 
of exciſe in the iſt and 2d diviſions of Burro-ẽ- 

'flowneſs, had aſſiſted the rebels in collecting the 
duties for their uſe, and ſigning receipts for the 

ſame: and mr. Gee, general ſuperviſor, being 
ordered to examine into the truth thereof, by 
whoſe report it appeared that the ſaid mr. An- 
der ſon did grant receipts for the duties of exciſe, 
Sc. to the extent of 67/. 35. 4d. and that he 
delivered 65/. 7s. 112 d. thereof to the 
rebels, and it appearing that he was under no 
compulſion ſo to do, in regard there not only 
was another exciſe officer along. with the rebels, 
who had enter'd into their ſervice; but alſo mr. 
Law of the ſecond diviſion was preſent, and de- 
clined to give his countenance, and whiſpered 
to Mr. Anderſcn of his danger, Ordered that he 
be ſuſpended from his office. 


Yet notwithſtanding of Mr. Gee's report, and 
the above ſuſpenſion, the commiſſioners reſtored 
him in a ſhort time thereafter, and ſettled him 
at Byrrowſ/towneſs. I would not have troubled 
the reader with the above copy, had it not been 
For to ſhew what length the commiſſioners of 
Exciſe go to protect an officer, who has been 

ferviceable to the pretender ; and for what flight 
. pretended cauſes they diſcharge thoſe who have 
been of ſervice to the government, when com- 
pared with the reaſon of James Mackay's diſ- 
charge, which he hopes will appear plainly to 
all loyal ſubjects, who he expects will judge his 
preſent misfortune to proceed only from the im- 
placable malice of the unrelenting enemies of his 
majeſty's perſon and government. After the exa- 
mination at Zinithgow, he returned to Edin- 
burgh, and acquainted his grace the duke of 
1 Newce/lle, 
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 Newcafile, and the lords of the treaſury, with 
his ſucceſs; and begg'd that his grace would be 
leaſed to order him money for his ſubfiſtence, 
and that, in a ſhort time, he hoped it would be 
in his power to clear the revenue of his ma- 
jeſty's enemies; and again in the months of Sep- 
tember and October, he wrote his grace to the 
fame purpoſe, but no orders appear d, which 
made him ſuſpicious that his petitions and let- 
ters were miſcarried, and therefore he ſet out for 
London, after waiting orders in Scotland near ſix 
months: in which time, had he been encouraged 
and ſupported, as might have been expected, 
there would not have been, by this time, a ſingle 
Jacobite employed in the revenue ſervice in 
Scotland. However, upon his arrival at London » 
he repreſented the caſe by repeated letters an 
petitions to his grace the duke of Newca/tle, ant 
the lords of the treaſury, ſtill offering his ſer- 
vice for proſecuting the intended proſecution 
againſt his majeſty's enemies employed in the 
revenue ſervice, providing he be properly ſup- 
ported as he might expect. But inſtead of en- 
couragement and proper orders for carrying on 
the expedition, he has met with neither; not 
fo much as a farthing to ſubſiſt him. He then 
begged, that if his grace did not incline that the 
examination againſt the Jacobites in the exciſe 
ſervice, ſhould be carried on, that he ſhould be 
provided for, in the room of that which the 
commiſſioners took from him, (for no other 
reaſon that they can ſhew, except his ſteady ad- 
hering to the truth, in behalf of his majeſty's 
prin and government) or that his grace would 
be pleaſed to order him as much money as would 
defray his charges home to his native country; 


and 
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arid. payment of a ſmall account of extraordinary 
charges he was put to upon account of his majeſ- 
ty's ſervice, but neither was granted, which has re- 
duced him and family to the loweſt ebb of miſery. 

' Yet he hopes that God will deal with his ma- 
jeſty, our moſt gracious ſovereign, the beſt of 
kings! as he did with Abaſuerus king of Perſia, 
when Mordecai the Few made him a diſcovery 
of two of his chamberlains, who had a deſign 
to murder the king; yet he forgot Mordecai, 
till on a night the king was diſturbed of his 
reſt, and called for the records of the kingdom, 
where he found written the good and loyal action 
of Mordecai : next morning the king's only fa- 
vourite, Haman the prime miniſter of ſtate, came 
to court, expecting to obtain the king's orders to 
hang poor Mordecai, upon account of a private 
grudge he bore to him, ſince his diſcovery of 
| the king's enemies (ſuch as the Jacobites in our 
days), Theſe two chamberlains were great fa- 
vourites of the treacherous Haman, who laid a 
ſnare for the deſtruction of all the king and 
queen's friends; but the king hearing that Ha- 
man Was in the outer court, called for him, and 
aſked him, what ſhould be done to the man 
whom the king delighteth to honour ? The 
reedy Haman (as many are to this day) think- 
ing the king delighted to honour no man ſo 
much as himſelf, told him, that the king's royal 
apparel, his horſe, and no leſs than his crown 
royal, ſhould be delivered to the hands of one of 
the king's moſt noble princes, that he may array 
the man withal, whom the king delights to ho- 
nour, and bring him en horſeback through the 
ſtreets of the city,- and proclaim before him, 


Le this ſhall be Vis to the man whom the king 


delighteth to honour. 

But with what horror and confuſion this wick- 
ed Haman, the prime miniſter, was ſeized with, 
when the king told him, As thou haſt ſaid, even 
a do to M ordecai the jew, that fitteth at the gate, 
Eſther, c. vi. | 

In the 6th and 7th chapters of the faid book, 

we ſee how. wonderfully the providence of God 
diſcovered to kipg Abaſuerus, the treachery of 

his prime miniſter, who deſervedly, with his fa- 
mily, ſuffered in a few days thereafter. - 
James Mackay made greater diſcoveries of the 
king's enemies than Mor decai did, and his diſ- 

cCoveries were every bit as true and genuine as 
that of Mor decai's; but he has not only met 
with one Haman, but with ſeveral, who have 
reduced him, and his family, to as great extre- 
mities, as poor Mer decai was when he fat at the 
King s gate. 

James Mackay fits now at bis gracious * 
vereign's gate, not expecting ſuch honour and 
rewards as Mcrdecai got, but hopes that his ma- 
jeſty, through his chriſtian diſpoſition and prince- 
ly virtues, will pity both him and his family, and 
order them a ſpeedy relief, as it is upon his ac- 
count alone they ſuffer, When he hoped to 

have enjoyed peace and tran uility, under that 
government which he uſed his beſt endeavours 

to preſerve, even in the worſt of times, and 
which endeavours were well meant, and might 
have merit enough to have ſaved him, and his 
family, in the ſtation they enjoyed in his majeſ- 

. _ ty's ſervice, from the rage of their enemies, after 
1 the happy day of Culhdæn, when they were ſub- 
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i Take ; yet their venom is ſuffered to lurk, and 
ſtill exerts its poiſonous influence again thoſe 
' who have riſqued their lives and families, in de- 


tence of his majeſty's perſon and government; 


and, it is feared, the preſent age will again have 


the misfortune to ſee another rebellion, kindled 
out of the dying embers of the former, as it can 
be proved, that, for certain reaſons, the Jacobites 
are ſtill carreſs'd, and repeated ee conferred 


upon them, when the truſty and loyal ſubject 
is ruined and turned out of bis majeſty's ſervice, 


which now is the caſe of James Mackay, and 
his family, who are ruined for no other reaſon, 


than his firm and invariable attachment to his 
majeſty's perſon and government. 


From what is already ſaid, I'm afraid the 


loyal reader may ſuſpect that the Jacobite intereſt 


are promoted elſewhere, as well as by ſome 


in Scotland, which I ſhall endeavour to 9 
as clear as poſlible in my next. 


d 


F 1 N 1 8 


-- 


